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AUTOMOBILE SHOPS AND MAINTENANCE EQUIPMENT
Prior to the opening of the Burma Road, there were only
a few large and modern motor-vehicle maintenance shops,
chiefly those belonging to Rangoon car distributors such as
Autocars (Ford) and Watsons (Chevrolet). There were
numerous small shops, often owned by Burmans and ordinarily
staffed by Burmans, in district headquarters and towns through-
out the country. With the opening of the Burma Road, and
particularly with the grant of American Lend-Lease aid to
China, large first-class shops were installed at Rangoon, Toun-
goo, Mandalay, and Lashio. Adequate quantities of spare parts
were stored in all these depots.
Burmese technical skill was demonstrated in the field of
automotive repair, and American supervisors in the Lend-Lease
shops spoke highly of their Burmese workmen. This demon-
stration of Burmese ability to master modern techniques sug-
gests that any future modernization and industrialization of
Burma can be carried out chiefly or wholly with indigenous
labor and skill.
TRANSPORT UNDER THE JAPANESE
A Transport Bureau was set up in August 1942 for the
purpose of facilitating freight transport for civilians. Its suc-
cess in that direction appears to have been negligible, although
there were occasional bus services between Rangoon and Let-
padan, Rangoon and Pegu, Letpadan and Prome, etc. It is
doubtful if the Transport Bureau had anything to do with
passenger transport. Bus rates were exorbitant. A ride from
Letpadan to Rangoon at the beginning of 1944 cost up to
Rs. SO, against a prewar rate of about one rupee. Some of the
buses were run by Japanese, who were able to secure fuel from
the military. In other cases petrol from rubber was used for
fuel
Allied attacks on Japanese road transport in Burma were
mainly indirect. Prevention of import of vehicles or petrol, and
destruction of petroleum plants in Burma soon sufficed to
reduce highway traffic much below its not very high prewar level.